
How to Restore or Apply an Oleophobic
Coating

How to apply or restore an oleophobic coating to a smartphone or tablet touchscreen. Also suitable
for watches and eyeglasses.

Written By: Arthur Shi
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INTRODUCTION

Use this guide along with an oleophobic coating kit to restore the oleophobic coating on your device,
or to add an oleophobic coating to your screen or screen protector. These kits can also be used to
treat other glass surfaces, such as eye glasses, watches, smartwatches, and more.

The coating requires 8-12 hours to set, so it’s best to perform this procedure before bedtime.

What is an oleophobic coating?

Modern smartphones feature an oleophobic (oil-repellent) coating that protects the screen, improves
smoothness, and reduces fingerprints. This coating consists of a thin layer of fluoropolymer-based
solids (similar to Teflon) that is bonded to the glass.

Over time and use, this coating will wear off, and you may notice parts of the screen getting greasy
or dirty with fingerprints more easily.

TOOLS:
Microfiber Cleaning Cloths (1)
Isopropyl Alcohol 70% (1)
Ziplock Bags (1)

PARTS:
Anti-fingerprint Oleophobic Coating Kit

(1)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lipophobicity
file:///Store/Tools/Microfiber-Cleaning-Cloths/IF145-284?o=3
file:///Item/Alcohol_70
https://www.amazon.com/Ziploc-Gallon-Slider-Storage-Count/dp/B01FXMDA2O/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=RPTS8G1LUD5Z&keywords=ziplock+bags+gallon&qid=1565290999&s=gateway&sprefix=ziplock+bag%252Caps%252C192&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyTVRRU0VQM0lVVldRJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNzMyNDk3Tkg2U0VWNzUySDNRJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAwMzczNTUxRUdJQTRWTEhHRUoxJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Crystal-Armor-Fingerprint-Oleophobic-Coating/dp/B00LKYW6M0


Step 1 — Clean the surface

 

Use isopropyl alcohol to thoroughly clean the surface you are planning to apply the coating to.

Wipe the screen dry with a clean microfiber cloth.

Step 2 — Prepare a wiping finger

  

Read the next three steps before you attempt the procedure.  The oleophobic coating's liquid
solvent evaporates very quickly when applied, so you'll need to work quickly.



Wrap one finger in a bit of plastic. You can use a sandwich bag or some plastic wrap.

You will use this covered finger to rub the coating liquid onto the screen. This will prevent your
finger from absorbing the liquid.


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Step 3 — Apply the coating to the surface

  

Apply 10-15 drops of the oleophobic coating liquid onto the surface.

If you are coating a large surface such as a large phone or tablet, apply ten drops to a portion of
the screen, and work on one portion at a time.



Step 4 — Distribute the coating

  

Wipe your plastic-covered finger over the surface with quick, light swipes until the liquid
evaporates.



You don't need to rub very hard—you're just spreading out the coating molecules onto the
surface before the solvent evaporates.



If you applied the liquid to only a portion of the surface, repeat the liquid application and rubbing
procedure to the remaining surface.


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Done properly, this results in a perfect oleophobic coating on your device.

Your device will still collect some fingerprints, but the oil left behind by your fingers will be greatly
reduced, and easier to wipe off.

Reapply the coating every 1-2 months or as needed.

Step 5 — Give the coating time to set

Do not touch the surface for 8-12
hours in order to allow the coating to
bond to the surface.



For best results, apply the coating
before bedtime, so it has all night
to bond.



Afterward, you can wipe off any
residue remaining on the touch
screen with a clean microfiber cloth.



Repeat this process 2-3 times to
fully maximize the oleophobic
coating performance and film
durability.


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