Preempts and Pr eemptive Bidding

Opening 2 diamonds, 2 hearts, or 2 spades shows exactly a 6-card suit, and less than an opening hand, about 5-11 points. If your preempts are disciplined (my preference), you also show a reasonably good suit - 2 of the top 3 or 3 of the top 5 cards in that suit. You should also not have another 4-card major, nor another 5-card suit. You cannot open a weak 2 clubs. Opening 2 clubs is used to open all really strong hands, hands that you want to force to game.

Opening at the 3-level is similar to the weak 2-bids, but now shows a 7-card suit.

Responding to Partner ’s Opening Pr eempt

In general, pass! With 15 HCP or less, just pass. Even with a very weak hand, pass. Even if you don’t have even 1 card in partner’s suit, pass. Don’t try "rescuing" your partner. Any bid you make is forcing and is just going to get you in even more trouble. With "just" an opening hand, pass. Remember, your partner has a weak hand.

If you a good hand, say 16 HCP or so and controls (aces & kings) and tricks, then you could raise to game or bid a new suit which is forcing for one round.

Bidding Again After Y ou Pr eempt

Simple. Unless your partner has bid a new suit or 4 No Trump, DON’T BID AGAIN!