What a T ake-Out Double Shows

- Shows opening hand strength counting both High Card Points (HCP) and distribution. - Promises support for all unbid suits. Ideally shows 4 cards in each unbid suit. For example, 1 heart-double would ideally show a 4144 pattern with a singleton heart.

- Realistically, a double of a major suit opening promises 4 cards in the other major and 3+ cards in both minors. A double of a minor suit opening promises 4-4 or 4-3 in the major suits, and 3+ cards in the other minor.

- The higher you’re forcing your partner to bid, the stronger your hand must be. For example, a double of an opening 3 spade preempt, forcing your partner to the 4-level, is a lot stronger than a double of a 1 spade opening bid.

When is a Double T ake-Out and When is it Penalty?

- A take-out double is possible only if your partner has not bid yet or has done nothing but pass. - If your partner has opened, overcalled, doubled, or redoubled, a double by you is penalty. - A double of a suit at the 1- or 2-level is take-out. - A double of an opening preempt at the 2- or 3-level is take-out. - Any other double is penalty.

If Partner Opens the Bidding and RHO Doubles,

- Redouble with 10 high card points or more. Tells partner you two hold most of the strength and suggests doubling whatever they bid.

- Bid normally with less than 10 high card points. Raises and new suits at the 1-level are normal.

New suits at the 2-level do not promise 10+ HCP (you would have redoubled first).

Responding to Partner ’s Take-Out Double

Points What to Bid

0-8 If your right-hand opponent passes, bid your best suit at the cheapest level. Strive to bid a 4-card major in preference to a 4- or 5-card minor. Do not pass, even if you have length in their suit!! They’re going to make one doubled!

If RHO bids, you’re off the hook. Pass.

If RHO redoubles, bid if you have a clear preference for a suit, otherwise pass. Remember, your partner has another chance to bid.

7-10 1 No Trump is you have their suit well-stopped. Denies a major suit fit.

9-11 Jump one level in your best suit. This is an invitational bid. Your partner may well pass with a minimum take-out double.

11-12 2 No Trump is you have their suit well-stopped. Denies a major suit fit.

12+ If you’re assured of an 8-card major suit fit, bid game. If it’s possible your partner only has 3 cards to go along with your 4-card major, cuebid the opponent’s suit. This asks partner to bid a 4-card major. For example, after 1 diamond-Double by your partner-pass, he may be 4-3 in the majors. If you have 2 4-card majors and enough for game, bid 2 diamonds. Your partner will bid a 4-card major and you can raise to game.

13+ 3 No Trump if you have their suit well-stopped. Denies a major suit fit.