Responding to an Opening 1 No T rump Bid

Bid Points Distribution Pass 0-7 Denies 5-card or longer major. 2C (Stayman)

8+ Asks opener to bid a 4-card major. If opener doesn’t have one, he bids 2D. Minimum rebids by responder are invitational to game, except for 3C, which is to play.

2D, 2H, or 2S 0-7 Shows 5+ cards in suit. To Play. Opener must pass.

2NT 8-9 Denies a 4-card or longer major. Invitational to 3NT. Opener will pass or bid 3NT. 3C, 3D 13+ Shows 5+ cards in suit and forcing to game. Suggests a minor suit slam. 3H, 3S 10+ Shows 5+ cards in suit and forcing to game. Opener will bid 3NT with a doubleton in your suit, or raise your suit to game with 3+ card support.

3NT 10-15 Denies a 4-card or longer major. To play. Opener must pass. 4C (Gerber)

16+ Asks opener how many aces he has. Opener will bid 4D with 0 or 4 aces (you’ll be able to tell), 4H with 1, 4S with 2, 4NT with 3. If responder can account for all the aces, he can bid 5C to ask about kings, with the same response structure; 5D is 0 or 4 kings, 5H is 1 king, etc. Responder will set the contract.

4H, 4S 10-15 Shows 6+ cards in suit. To play. Opener must pass. 4NT 16-17 Denies a 4-card or longer major. Invitational to 6NT. 5NT 20-21 Denies a 4-card or longer major. Forcing to 6NT!! Invitational to 7NT. 6NT 18-19 Denies a 4-card or longer major. To play. Opener must pass. 7NT 22+ Denies a 4-card or longer major. Obviously to play.

1) First select which suit to lead.

If your partner has bid a suit, that’s usually the best suit to lead.

If in a suit contract, consider leading from a short suit (doubleton or singleton). The hope is you’ll be able to trump this suit later.

If in a no trump contract, lead your longest suit. If you have suits of equal length, lead the strongest. 2) Then select which card in that suit to lead (suggested card is highlighted).

From any doubleton, lead the high card first (“high-low”). AK, Kx, xx. Top of a sequence or broken sequence. KQJ, QJ10, J109, 1098, KJ109, K1098, Q1098. King from ace-king. AKx(xxxx), AKQ(xxx). Lead your fourth best. xxxx(xxx) In a suit contract, never lead away from an ace. If you really want to lead the suit, lead the ace. This applies to suit contracts only. In no trump contracts, it’s quite common to lead away from an ace. In general, leading a low card tells your partner you have high cards in that suit and they should lead the suit back to you when they can. Leading a high card denies any strength in the suit (“Top of Nothing”).

Opening Leads